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Oral history as a method, source and field of study

 Oral History Society, UK: “Oral history is the
recordlng of people's memories, experiences and
opinions.

» Oral history Association, US: "Oral history is a field of
study and a method of gatherlng preserving and
Interpreting the voices and memories of people,
communities, and participants in past events. Oral

history is both the oldest type of historical inquiry, Cultural
predating the written word, and one of the most Memory
modern, initiated with tape recorders in the 1940s | oalhistory | > 10€S
and now using 21st-century digital technologies.” -
Life writing &
« See: Oral History 2/2016 special issue on Nordic- autobiographi

Baltic oral history cal studies



The Finnish Literature Society,
C O I I eCt I n g S I n C e 183 1 Meneillaan olevat keruut, osallistu vastaamalla.

Sddstopossusta osakesddstotiliin

Milloinen on suhteesi rahaaon? Meitd kiinnostoa suomaloisten suhde
raohankdyttodn jo eddstdmiseen. Kerro omista tai ldheistesi
kokemuksista 31.3.2022 mennessd!l
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Mitd on mielenterveys?

Miten sind ymmdrrdt mielenterveyden? Kerddmme tietojo siitd, mitd
mielenterveydelld oikeastoan tarkoitetaoan nylkyisin, mikd siihen

waoikuttoo jo miten sen hoitaminen koetoan. Kerro omat muistosi
2142022 mennessd.
Lizditietoja jo keruulomaloe

Archive Keruuesite (pdf]}

Archive Materials on Literature and
Cultural History

Using the Archives

Using the Archive -
RS Sota Ukrainassa

242 2022 jad historioan pdivand, jona Vendjd hydkkdsi
Ukrainoan. Miten sind olet reagoinut Ukrainon topahtumiin? Kerro
meille gjotulsistasi, tunteistasi jo teocistasi 31.5.2022 mennessd.

Lisditietojo jo vostouslomake

Picture collection

Sound recording . — .
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Oral history as meaning-making

* “The first thing that makes oral history different, therefore, is that it
tells us less about events than their meaning... Oral sources tell us
not just what people did, but what they wanted to do, what they
believed they did. Oral sources may not add much to what we
know, for instance, of the material cost of a strike to the workers
involved; but they tell us a good deal about its psychological costs.”
(Alessandro Portelli 1991)

 Oral history is “ ... a powerful tool for discovering, exploring and
evaluating the nature of the process of historical memory -- how
people make sense of their past, how they connect individual
experience and its social context and how the past becomes part of
the present, and how people use it to interpret their lives and the
world around them” (Michael Frisch 1990).
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Mediated memory - Memory on the move
"he need to move away from methodological nationalism and beyond

the nation-state:
ravelling memory: “... all cultural memory must ‘travel’, be kept in
motion, in order to ‘stay alive’, to have an impact both on individual

minds and social formations” (Astrid Erll 2011.)
 Transcultural memory: "The translocal, transnational, and global
circulation of mnemonic contents, media, and practices” (Astrid Erll

2011.)
* Transnational memory: beyond (national) borders, e.g.
 Global migration, global communication, post-colonialism, the
(digital) mediascape ... (Chiara DeCesare & Ann Rigney 2014.)
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Participatory heritage activities and
spontaneous archives




Family memory

« “Family is the most important memory community. Most of us were
born into families, and our lives have been embedded in them. In
families we learn to feel the sense of belonging and experience the
first links with the wider world. Families shape our understanding of
iIndividual and collective identities. Stories recounted in families have
Impact on our historical consciousness. Many of us cherish their
family legacy, be that family heirlooms, photographs or digitized
family videos. Some fall for the charm of genealogy, the others take
the adventurous path of family historians.” (Radmila SvariCkova

Slabakova 2021, 1.)
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Pertti Toukkari

28 January 2018 - @ @ Pertti Toukkari
SOKERIKON TRAAGINEN PROVENIENSSI e 5 January-©

VUODEN 1918 SODAN tragiikka siirtyy jélkipolville tarinoiden muodossa. Joskus myés koriste- TARINA "KAPINAPOSLIINISTA" — KALLE KORJAN PERHEEN SOKERIKKO
esineiden, kuten kuvan sokerikon. Professori Anne Heimo tutkii sisdllissodan perhemuistoja

TOUKOKUUN 3:ntena 1918 valkoisten voittajien patrulli tuli Kymintehtaan tyémiehen, viilari Kaarlo KORONAPIRUTALVENA on mukava saada yllatyspostia. Olin jo unohtanut "kapinaposliinin®,
Korian kotiin. Kallen ja kaunispiirteisen Pauliinan taloudenpito oli tavallista tyélaishuushollia sokerikon, jonka Kuusankosken kapinakevaana 1918 teloitetun Kaarle (Kalle) Korjan leski lahjoitti
"herraskaisempaa”, oli kirjoja hyllyssé ja posliinia kaapeissa. Ehkapé se heréatti kateuttakin. Mutta vaimoni gidille muistoksi miehestaan.... See more

nyt tatd kaytettiin pid... See more
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Rauhaslistz Vappua! Taman ryhman ansiosts tutustuin [t3 jz Lansi 1918 muistgjulkaisuun jz 10ysin
sielta oheisen Toive Vainion, mummeni enon, kuvan. Toivo kuoli 14.4.1918, ja hénet on haudattu
Orimattilzan Kuivannollie Tangan kavin Kuivannolla. Ajattelin Tovos ja muistelin isovanhempizani
Perhehistoriza jz silhen vaikuttaneita yhteiskunnalisiz tapshtumiz ymmanamallz snd slkaz
ymmartiamain omiz vanhempizan jz heidan valintojzan paremmin.
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My great grandfather Axel PIHLAJAVIITA and his family emigrated to Austrafiz in early 1900. My
grandfather was sbout 9 years old at the time. Both have have long passed. Although = iittle worse
for wear, we still have these family treasures_
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A day late. | am a Happy Finnish Woman+~

When | hang up my clothes is when | feel closest to my mother as | hear her voice in my head
instructing me as a small child how to group things, how to hang shirts so you won't see the
clothespin mark, and how to hang certain items flush with the line instead of bent over because of
her strict preferences.

| miss you

A 2 e 340
&V "'u;..;:._- o B

\U{.‘d% UNIVERSITY

12

M

» OF TURKU

OO You and 193 others



Selected bibliography

Ashton, Paul & Hamilton, Paula (2007): History at the Crossroads. Australians and the Past. Halstead Press.

De Cesari, Chiara & Ann Rigney (eds.) 2014: Transnational Memory: Circulation, Articulation, Scales.
Berlin: De Gruyter.

Copeland, Andrea & Roued-Cunliffe, Henriette (eds.) 2017: Participatory Heritage. London: Facet Publishing.
Erll, Astrid 2011: Travelling memory. Parallax 17.4, 4—18.

Erisch, Michael 1990: A Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft and Meaning of Oral and Public History. SUNY
ress.

Green, A. and Luscombe, K., 2019. Family memory, “things” and counterfactual thinking. Memory Studies, 12(6)
Hamilton, Paula & Shopes, Linda (eds.) 2008: Oral History and Public Memories. Temple University Press.

Heimo, Anne, 2017: The Italian Hall tragedy, 1913: A hundred years of remediated memories. In: Barbara Toérngvist-
Plewa & Tea Sindbaek Andersen, eds., The Twentieth Century in European Memory: Transcultural mediation and
reception. Brill, 240-267, d0|.org/10.1163/9789004352353_0 2

Kuusisto-Arponen, Anna-Kaisa & Ulla Savolainen. “The Interplay of Memory and Matter: Narratives of Former
Finnish Karelian Child Evacuees.” Oral History 44.2 (2016): 59-68.

Eortelli, Alessandro 1991: The Death of Luigi Trastulli and Other Stories. Form and Meaning in Oral History. SUNY
ress.

Rosenzweig, Roy & David Thelen 1998: The Presence of the Past. Popular Uses of History in American Life.

Savolainen, Ulla 2020: Points and Poetics of Memory: (Retrospective) Justice in Oral History Interviews of Former
Internees.” Memory Studies 13:6, 1020-1035.

Svafickova Slabakovéa, Radmila (ed.) 2021: Family Memory: Practices, Transmissions and Uses ir;@ Gl?lpl?\l/ER SITY

NS

\

[2

Perspective. Routledge. ¢
»~ OF TURKU

R/
[



